88                                              THREE  YEARS  OF  CALM BEFORE  THE STORM

WHEN JAPANESE-AMERICAN RELATIONS IMPROVED

June 8, 1933

Went to Yokohama and was received on the Houston l with the
usual honours ; spent an hour going all over her and then received
with Admiral Taylor a large number of guests from Yokohama and
Tokyo. She is a splendid ship, clean as a whistle, and has twice won
the Navy championship in gunnery and once in communications, so
that she now holds both shields for this year. The anti-aircraft guns
and fire control stations were of course carefully concealed.

I asked Captain Bagley if the Japanese naval officers had asked to
inspect the ship when they came on board, but he said they had not
done so, presumably because they would not be willing to return
the courtesy when the American admiral visits Yokosuka. However,
planes were observed taking photographs from above the ship. " The
Star-Spangled Banner" was played at 6 to close the reception, at
which the Japanese girls, at least, had had a very good time. Elsie
had asked Sumako Uchida to go as her guest, but neither she nor
her mother had dared ask Count Uchida's permission because he
had "let her do so much lately." However, Countess Uchida
suggested that Elsie approach the Minister directly. She took her
courage in her hands and did so after the Minister's luncheon for
the Perrys. At first he said no, but later relented and Sumako had a
grand time, chaperoned of course by Alice, and was very grateful to
Elsie. It reminds me a little of the old Turkish pashas who did not
encourage their families to ask for favours.

Sent a long telegram to the Department with regard to the notice-
able improvement in American-Japanese relations. This is due
to a variety of causes. First and foremost the fact that Japan's
relations with England have entered upon a very unfavourable state
owing primarily to the abrogation of the trade agreement with
India, which is a heavy blow to the Japanese cotton industry. The
Army has obtained the appropriations which it desired, the Chinese
situation is less acute, while Japan has withdrawn from the League
of Nations, all without a clash with Western nations. It cannot,
of course, be said that the war spirit has died out, but the obviously
inspired anti-American propaganda'is not now in evidence.

This improved feeling towards the United States is markedly
shown by the favourable and prominent press comment concerning
(i) Viscount Ishii's conversation with President Roosevelt and the
general belief that the President listened sympathetically to Ishii's
exposition of Japan's problems. There is a feeling that the new
administration in America is a great deal more friendly to Japan
than the last one; (2) the visit of Admiral Taylor, which has been

1 Tbe Houston was the flagship of the American Asiatic fleet and visited Japan
a* part of its regular round of duties.